Medical
computer

company
agrees to
liquidator

By SHAUN MCcILRAITH
Medical Correspondent

Preventicare, the Sydney
company providing diag-
nostic tests and compu-
terised history-taking for
doctors throughout Aus-
tralta, has agreed to the
appointment of a provi-
sional liquidator.

But the company was
not in danger of going out
of business, one of its two
directors—both  doctors —
said yesterday.

The doctor, whose name

cannot be published for
cthical reasons, said a
provisional liquidator ap-
pointed by the Equily
Court would act as a
temporary business mana-
ger to straighten out the
company’s affairs,
- He said Preventicare had
incurred decbis  because
some of its operations
were not economically
sound and because of slow
payment of patients’ ac-
counts, totalling far more
than the company owed.

One bealth  insurance
fund bad taken up to 12
weeks to pay medical bene-
fits on the accounts of the
Preventicare  pathologist,
who was performing more
than 4,000 services a week.

Depite  these setbacks,
the company was becoming
more active and was con-
tinuing to conduct Sydney's
busiest pathology labora-
tory and doctors' locum
service.

Recently,  Preventicare
scaled down s gata-
processing  activities, dis-
missing six of its eight
computer staff,

It bas decided not to
keep a large IBM com-
puter installed in its Cam-
perdown  premises  last.
month aad will continue
to tely on time-sharing
with IBM’s computer centre
at Rosebery.

The Preventicare director
said the company had not
returned to IBM any of the
130 computer terminals it
provided free for its doctor
clients,

He said some of the
terminals had been re-
allocated to busier doctors’
surgeries in a rationalisa-
tion of the company's
operations. Some were
serving  two  or  three
surgeries.

“The terminals are ex-
pensive and although they
can perform a very useful
function, they cannot be
justified economically in
some doctors’ surgeries,’™
he said.

Some of the nursing
sisters employed to work in
doctors surgeries had been
dismissed in the rationalisa-
tion, the director said.

Others had been re-
allocated to busier surgeries
or had been rostered to
serve  two  or three
surgeries.

But the total number of

nurses employed by
Preventicare was still 130.

The director said Pre-
venticare was serving more
than 700 doctors through-
out Australia, including 450
in Sydney.

Its locum service, a
major part of the business,
covered 400 doctors in
Sydney.

Plane crash
kills student

AUCKLAND, Thursday.
— An [B-year-old student
pilot, Stewart Angus, a
university  student, was
killed when a Piper Cub
plane crashed into the sea
today on an approach to
lnnd at Nelson Airport.
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Superb family home standing in over i acre of level
prounds with high garden fence for privacy and featur-
g 50ft swimming pool. Ideal for busincss or profes-
sional man being close 1o schools, shops, etc. Accomm.
Porte cochere, entrance foyer, huge lounge, large sep.
dining, study, rumpus room, 4 bedrooms, dressing room,
2 bathrooms kitchen/family room, big sun-deck laun-
dry, double garage. Thermostat controlled heating and
many ?Ithﬂ valuable inclusions, Extra land available if
required,
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