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A sparkling, swashbuckling success st

THE THREE
MUSKETEERS

(T ACTS

Figure is left,standing in waif'by the Deputy PM

Picture: JOHN WOUDSTRA

By MIQMAEL SHMITH,

arts editor

Al yesterday's vavelling of the Na-

lll'llll Gallery of Viectoria's latest
and largest work, Willem de ln-

aing's Lé-meire high broaxe sculp-

ture, ‘Standing Figure', lu‘

Important people were absent. Ooe
was Willem de Kooning: lhe other
was Robert J. Hawike.

The artist could not attend the us-
velling because he was at home in
America awalting the birth of his
lirst grandechild. The Prime Minis-
ter, whe was suppesed to do the hon-
ors, was in Canberra with & hea
cold. Recumbent Figmre, I’HF?

Esfer the Deputy I'

Bowen, who, alter nl-ll' ene
plane and arriving 20 minutes late,
informed the capacity sudiemce
seated around the sculp-
:‘:\m {two uml “.’&ﬂn‘::l &m

entre holding the L]

avold premature unvelling) that he

w-«uﬁm-mn-;-l

.hnuhhelmq-un time.”

SUll, Mr Bow: rmed well
- minl I understudy.
“It Is calied ‘Standing Figure',” he
sald, with oaly the briefest look be-
hind him at the billowing bundie,
addlag "‘l‘lin [ am sure it 5™

After a lnull Joke (1ts size guar-
antees It won't be found In Spencer
Street Station™), Mr Bowta
a red button. Off flew the shroud, to
reveal the broase.ln all its majesty.

‘Standing F s a Bleente-
glft to he trom the Na-

, Henal Australis Bask, which

t i in Hor BJUSITSM. Tt
arrived ia

agalast
the use of illegally later- |
captdtllam:ﬂm a %
sations as court evidence terday thal

Is likely to'resuil in the the case agal Edel-
tapes.’

dropping of criminal sten
charges against the mad- of

ical entrepreneur, Dr which, under the
Geo Edelsten, .- Telecommunicati

tirey
Dr Edelsten is
In the Sydney Central

ment
cal Court with conspiring and expected 1o lake ttm. the ﬂntcutloa
to assault @ former pa- effect before the end of would have lml'l'lelant‘
nol be

tient and conspi to the 'y
pcrnr.l“tumo Jus- ndmm;u

Dr £4
telephone Laps I’h"r Jumes Shahlln. for
~

The Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Bowen, unveilg ‘Stending Figure' at the
National Gallery vesterduy.

director of pu.bllc
that

By LUKE SLATTERY

The A lian high c to
the Pacific istand of Nauru sald yes-
terday that the [standers were “no-
tionally wealthy” and had fpt used
thelr:fesources since Indeépeéndence
in the most beneficial way.

Mr John Powys sald his bomments
would be tontested by the Nauruans,
who are Inquiring Into the rehabilita-
tion of the island from the effects of
phosphate mining before Indepen-
dence n 1970. Nauru's three former
colonial administrators — Ausiralia,
Britain and New Zealand — do not
recognise the Inquiry. s

Mr Powys sald the Nauruan Gov-
ernment had peaped $100 million a
year In revenoe since
1970. * Teasonable view there
should. be enough money -around to
do what Ihey want with the country."
He estimaled the costof rehabllita-
tion at $1 bliflon, .

Official says Nauru had
cash for rehabilitation

A spokesman for the Department
of Forelgn Atfairs sald Mr Powys's
comments should not be taken as a
criticism of the Naurauns. Similar
views had been expressed in the
Nauruan Perliament.

Mr Powyswas quoted on New Zea-
land televison last week as saying
the Nauruass “did nol deserve com-
pensation”. He has refused to com
menl on theremark until he has seen
a video Lape of the program,

The Naurzan Government has also
asked lor a mpe and a spokesman for
the Governnen! said yesterday a for-
mal response to the Australian High
Commissiorer was being considered

The counsel assisting the Nauru In-
quiry, Professor Barry Connell, said
last night mat the Nauru Govern-
ment had conlinued to invest ils
money for he island's future.

“II they mad spent all their money
on rebabiliation they would have
nothing lef lo invesl,” he said.
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